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Anti-Entrapment Devices and Systems at The keys

If you’re out at the Central, North or South pools and you see new signs on the decks that say “EMERGENCY SHUT-OFF SWITCH” on yellow poles, lights, audible alarm and switches it’s because the maintenance department has been busy this summer installing anti-entrapment devices on the pools and spas complying with the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act. (Federal law)

The passage of The Virginia Graeme Baker act in December 2007 requires existing public swimming pools and spas to be equipped with anti-entrapment devices or systems; and for pools and spas with a single main drain that is blockable to be equipped with specified devices or systems that are designed to prevent physical entrapment by pool and spa drains. 

On October 11, 2009 Assembly Bill 1029 (AB1020) was approved by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

AB 1020 is California legislation enacted to conform to the Virginia Graeme Baker Act.

AB 1020 imposes time frames by which the requirements must be met.

The maintenance department has installed five of seven Safety Vacuum Release Systems and is near completion of the installations. The work installations will then be signed of by a certified contractor, forms filled out and certification submitted to the Contra Costa Health Department.

These systems work by monitoring the vacuum on the influent side (suction) of the pool or spa. Whenever a blockage occurs in the pool or spa drains or skimmers, the sudden rise in vacuum will cause the Safety Vacuum Release systems to immediately shut down pump operation and activate an audible alarm. The pump and filtration system including the pool or spa heater will remain off and the audible alarm will sound until manually reset.

This type of system is mandatory for our pools and spas because of their original construction.

