Shop Talk
By Tam L. Sugayan, Operations Supervisor
Now that the rains are finally gone, it’s time to look forward to some sunshine and warmer temperatures.

The warm weather is a welcome change and soon the warm weather will increasingly get warmer and you will eventually turn your air conditioner on. Before you do, there are several things I would recommend.
· If your air conditioner isn’t working, call the 312 office to schedule an appointment with The Keys Maintenance department. We will do a courtesy air conditioner check to see that your breakers are properly set and the thermostat is on the correct settings. We will also check to ensure that there are no common area problems associated that may be causing a problem on the roof at the condenser. 
· Use qualified licensed professionals whenever your air conditioner or heater requires servicing.
· Have a qualified licensed contractor provide an annual preventive maintenance service check.
· Have a qualified licensed professional inspect your air conditioners’ evaporator coil and drip pan. Dirty coils are a major cause of HVAC system inefficiencies and failures in the cooling and heating sides that will and do increase your electricity bills and can lead to costly repairs. 
· Get assistance or help from a friend when removing the access hatch to replace the filter. The access hatch is heavy and can be dangerous, use care when removing it.

· You can purchase a replacement filter at the 312 office.

· Remember to re-cycle your old filter when discarding.
Here are some do’s and don’ts to increase you air conditioners efficiency…

· Keep your windows closed.

· Keep your curtains or shades drawn.

· Do not keep your front door open.

· Make sure that the air vents and baffles are adjusted.

· When temperatures are hot outside (above 90 degrees), set your thermostat between 78 and 80 degrees. Adjusting your thermostat to lower settings can cause potential freezing of the air conditioner coils.

· When temperatures are in the 80’s, set the thermostat for 72 degrees or higher.

· Individual air conditioners will only cool approximately 20 -25 percent below what the outside ambient temperature is.
· Do not set thermostat below 72 degrees at any time.

· Try not to use several appliances during heat waves. (overloads breakers)

· Try not to bake goods.

· Most importantly, check and if necessary change you filters once a month, depending upon usage. Air conditioners can only cool as much air as it takes in, restricted air intake means restricted output and cooling capacities.

· The air conditioner in your unit only re-circulates the air within the unit and does not draw air from the out side.

Thermostat setting guild:

Outside temperature                              Set your thermostat to

100 degrees or higher                                  78 degrees or higher
  90 to 100 degrees                                       75 degrees or higher

  80 to   90 degrees                                       72 degrees or higher

  70 to   80 degrees                                       72 degrees or higher 
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Did you know that you can set your thermostat to begin the cooling process while at work or out for the day?  Just switch to auto and cool, set it to the appropriate temperature, between 72 and 78 degrees.  Not only will the temperature be cool and comfortable for you to come home to but your air conditioner won’t have to run and work as hard to achieve your comfort level.
There are digital programmable thermostats available that allow you set temperatures up to the minute, hour, length of run time, select days and will even tell you when to change the filter just to name a few features. Consult a qualified licensed professional for selection and installation when considering replacing your existing thermostat, these types of thermostats and installations can get expensive.
If it isn’t broke… don’t fix it, set it!          [image: image2.wmf]
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